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A Seminal Sin: In Context

l. Present in Every Failure
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And now, go and lead the people to where | have told you. Behold-my angel shall go before you
and on the day that | make my account, | shall bring their sin to account against them.
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Rabbi Yitzchak maintains: “There is no punishment that comes to the world that does not
contain one 24 of the surplus of a liter of the first calf, for it says: ‘On the day that | make my
count, | shall bring their sin to account against them.”

. Classical Approaches
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The Talmud maintains: “Through their worship of the Golden Calf, the people of Israel indicated
that they were amenable to idolatry. “
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Nehama Leibowitz (Elaborating on the Rambam): "Therefore we should not be astonished- but
should, rather, learn and take to heart-that thousands of individuals from among those who
stood at the base of the mountain and heard the voice of God speaking from the midst of the
fire; forty days later, created the Golden Calf.

A one-time proclamation will not change man... even a clear Divine Revelation will
not turn him from idolatry to the worship of God.

Only prolonged exposure to a life of Torah and mitzvot...surrounding an individual on
all sides- ordering his days, nights, weekdays and festivals; his life within the home and his
existence outside; his dealings with his family and his interactions with others; his toil at home
and his labor in the field; guiding him day by day, hour by hour-only such immersion will change
a person and guard him from sliding back into the depths of darkness."
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Rabbi Yehuda Halevi: Appropriation of the right to create their own symbolic worship
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Tosafists and the Ramban: An attempt to replicate Moshe’s leadership

[II. Seeking Context: Sinai’s Delicate Balance
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And HaShem said to Moses, “Go to the people and warn them to stay pure today and
tomorrow. Let them wash their clothes.
Let them be ready for the third day; for on the third day HaShem will come down, in the sight of
all the people, on Mount Sinai.
You shall set bounds for the people round about, saying, ‘Beware of going up the mountain or
touching the border of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death:
no hand shall touch him, but he shall be either stoned or shot; beast or man, he shall not live.
When the ram’s horn sounds a long blast, they may go up on the mountain.”
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And HaShem came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain, and HaShem called
Moses to the top of the mountain and Moses went up.
And HaShem said to Moses, “Go down, warn the people not to break through to HaShem to
gaze, lest many of them perish.
The priests also, who come near HaShem, must stay pure, lest HaShem break out against
them.”
And Moses said to HaShem, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for You warned us
saying, ‘Set bounds about the mountain and sanctify it.””
And HaShem said to him, “Go down, and come back together with Aaron; but let not the
priests or the people break through to come up to HaShem, lest He break out against them.’
And Moses went down to the people and spoke to them.
And God spoke all these words, saying:
| HaShem am your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, the house of bondage:
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And when you heard the voice out of the darkness, while the mountain was ablaze with fire,
you came up to me, all your tribal heads and elders,

and you said, “HaShem our God has just shown us His majestic Presence, and we have heard
His voice out of the fire; we have seen this day that man may live though God has spoken to
him.

And now, why should we die, for this fearsome fire will consume us; if we hear the voice of
HaShem our God any longer, we shall die.

For what mortal ever heard the voice of the living God speak out of the fire, as we did, and
lived?

You go closer and hear all that HaShem our God says, and then you tell us everything that
HaShem our God tells you, and we will willingly do it.”

HaShem heard the plea that you made to me, and HaShem said to me, “I have heard the plea
that this people made to you; they did well to speak thus.

May they always be of such mind, to revere Me and follow all My commandments, that it may
go well with them and with their children forever!

Go, say to them, ‘Return to your tents.’

But you remain here with Me, and | will give you the whole Instruction—the laws and the
rules—that you shall impart to them, for them to observe in the land that | am giving them to
possess.”

Be careful, then, to do as HaShem your God has commanded you. Do not turn aside to the right
or to the left:

follow only the path that HaShem your God has enjoined upon you, so that you may thrive and
that it may go well with you, and that you may long endure in the land you are to possess

IV. The Balance Goes Awry
17 19 NinY
AWK D'P7R 117 QWY DIR 7R NNAR' AR 72V YD 7071 00 0 D7 nwn wwa D oyn XY(R)
17 ' NN YT K7 DNXN YINND 1750 YUK WIRD YN DT D 11197 1'%
And the people saw that Moshe had delayed in descending the mountain, and the people
gathered upon Aharon saying, “Rise, make for us gods that will go before us, for the man
Moshe who brought us up from the land of Egypt-we do not know what became of him.”




5

OU Parsha Shiur 2020-2021
Shiur 17 Parshat Ki Tissa
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org

27 19 NinYy
MYJWI TWN YIRN 78 DNIXN YINND D700 QWK DY NNKR O™ 07V 17 nwn 72X 21° 1T (R)

NIINN WAT? 1K7 2Py 7NX'™? DNNaNY
'O NN 'TI9N1 'NNNIINKN Y100 DIX 'MYIAL X771 11197 'Nn7wi (Q)
DT 70K |9 DNX QY DY DY D J2P2 N7UN X7 D WATI Q7N NAT YR 72X (3)
"7V 1I'TY WK INY R7117ARND' DTN VN JATN DX Dyn ynw'l (T)
NNYI 'N721 1272 N7YR TR YA 91V N7 OY DNXR 7RI 12 78 IR nwn 72X 21 R (N)
7 NWYR NN NWTREYY2VN TV TN
271N NN 0TV IR 7R a0 17xan (1)
And Hashem spoke to Moshe: 'go, ascend from here, you and the people whom you brought up
out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which | swore to Avraham, to Yitzchak, and to Yaakov,
saying: to your offspring will | give it
And | will send before you an angel; and | will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the
Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite
To a land flowing with milk and honey; for | will not go up in your midst; for you are a
stiffnecked people; lest | consume you on the way.'
And when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned; and no one donned his
ornaments.
And HaShem said to Moshe, “Say to the Israelites, ‘You are a stiffnecked people. If | were to go
in your midst for one moment, | would destroy you. Now, then, leave off your finery, and | will
consider what to do to you.””
And the Israelites remained stripped of the finery from Mount Horeb on.




